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Publicity 


Paramount's Save The Children 
Will Open At An Area Theatre 


Paramount Pictures’ “Save the 
Children,” which opens ................ 
A ORGS er Theatre, is a 
celebration of life, in music and in 
narrative form, filmed at last year’s 
Operation PUSH (People United 
to Save Humanity) exposition in 
Chicago. 

It was there that the leaders of 
the black community gathered with 
the theme to Save the Children, with 
major performers donating their 
time and talents to raise money to 
help children throughout the world. 

The motion picture, produced by 
Matt Robinson, directed by Stan 
Lathan with Clarence Avant as ex- 
ecutive producer, features the mu- 
sical power of Marvin Gaye, the 
Staple Singers, the Temptations, 
the Chi-Lites, the Main Ingredient, 
the O’Jays, Isaac Hayes, Zulema, 
the Cannonball Adderley Quintet, 
the Push Mass Choir, Albertina 
Walker, Loretta Oliver, Rev. James 


Cleveland, Bill Withers, Curtis May- 
field, Sammy Davis, Jr., Roberta 
Flack, Quincy Jones, Gladys Knight 
and the Pips, Jerry Butler, Brenda 
Lee Eager, the Ramsey Lewis Trio, 
Nancy Wilson, the Jackson Five 
and Jackie Verdell. Rev. Jesse Jack- 
son, president of Operation PUSH, 
is one of the many black leaders 
who make special appearances in 
this special film. 

Among the songs performed in 
the film are “Papa Was a Rolling 
Stone,” “Oh, Girl,” “Everybody 
Plays the Fool,” “Lean on Me,” “I 
Heard It Through the Grapevine,” 
“What’s Goin’ On?,” and “I’ve 
Gotta Be Me.” 

The narrative for the film was 
written and spoken by Matt Robin- 
son. Principal photography is by 
Charles Blackwell, Bob Fletcher, 
Robert Grant, Doug Harris, Rufus 
Hinton, Roy Lewis, Leroy Lucas 
and David Myers. 


Roberta Flack's Musical Magic 
Helped To "Save The Children” 


“When people ask me about the 
place where I was born, I like to 
say that two preachers came from 
Black Mountain. Billy Graham and 
I,” says black, beautiful singer 
Roberta Flack. “He preaches in his 
way and I preach my way.” 

Roberta brings her musical 
magic as one of the top performers 
in Paramount Pictures’ “Save the 
Children,” which was filmed at the 
Black Exposition held in Chicago 
by Operation PUSH (People United 
to Save Humanity). 

A native of North Carolina, 
Roberta grew up in Arlington, Vir- 
ginia, across the river from Wash- 
ington, D.C. She was working for 
a master’s in music at Howard Uni- 
versity when her father’s death cut 
short her studies and she went to 
teach at a segregated high school 
at Farmville, North Carolina. 
There being no money in the budg- 
et for a music teacher, she was 
hired to teach English and wound 
up doing both for 2800 pupils, at a 
total pay of $2800, or a dollar a 
year per kid, before taxes. 

“A lot of those kids have gone 
on and finished not only high school 
but college and have master’s de- 
grees,” Roberta says. “I like to 
think I had something to do with 
that.” 

Back in Washington the year 
after, she passed her teacher’s 
exam and for the next eight years 
taught in district schools. Some- 
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MAT 1B 


Jackie Verdell sings it out and 
blasts down the house in Para- 
mount Pictures’ “Save the Chil- 
dren.” The celebration of life 
filmed at last year’s Chicago Expo 
sponsored by Operation PUSH 
(People United to Save Humanity) 
brings together the greatest array 
of talent ever assembled together 
in one place at one time. Other 
top stars performing include Ram- 
sey Lewis, Roberta Flack, Bill 
Withers, The Temptations, The 
Jackson Five, Isaac Hayes, Mar- 
vin Gaye and Nancy Wilson. 
Opens in color ....................... at the 
POD ee ae cM Theatre. 








MAT 1C 


Roberta Flack “kills them softly” 
with her song in Paramount Pic- 
tures’ “Save the Children.” The 
celebration of life filmed at last 
year’s Chicago Expo sponsored 
by Operation PUSH (People 
United to Save Humanity) brings 
together the greatest array of 
talent ever assembled in one 
place at one time. Other top stars 
performing include Bill Withers, 
The Temptations, The Jackson 
Five, Isaac Hayes, Nancy Wilson 
and Ramsey Lewis. Opening in 
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where along the line, she signed up 
for $20 a week to sing for the Sun- 
day brunch crowd at a Georgetown 
pub. When a regulation was later 
passed to discourage moonlighting, 
Roberta opted for a career as a 
full-time performer. 


By Christmas 1967, she was 
singing at Mr. Henry’s Upstairs, a 
Capitol Hill club whose owner, 
Henry Yaffe, had the Upstairs spe- 
cially built to showcase his discov- 
ery. Celebrities from Washington 
and New York came to see her, in- 
cluding producer David Merrick. 
Then one night, jazz singer-pianist 
Les McCann came to check her 
out and was so impressed, he 
started her recording for Atlantic 
Records, his own label, which 
pressed her albums “First Take” 
and “Chapter Two.” 


Called to sing at Expo 72, with 
Quincy Jones at the keyboard, 
Roberta came down with a bad 
cold. At the same time the pro- 
ducers were having troubles of their 
own, faced with the necessity of 
building a new stage and coping 
with the terrible acoustics at the 
old hall which in 1968 housed the 
Democratic National Convention. 
To their mutual relief, Roberta 
and “Save the Children” both made 
it. 
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MAT 2B 


The incomparable The Temptations blend music with magic in Para- 
mount Pictures’ “Save the Children.” The celebration of life filmed at 
last year’s Chicago Expo sponsored by Operation PUSH (People United 
to Save Humanity) brings together the greatest array of talent ever 
assembled in one place at one time. Other top stars performing include 
The Jackson Five, Isaac Hayes, Nancy Wilson, Roberta Flack, Bill 
Withers and Ramsey Lewis. Opens in color ............. at the ........... Theatre. 





Black Moses: Singer Isaac Hayes 
At Expo Because He Remembers 


How Isaac Hayes made it from 
sharecropper’s kid to “Black 
Moses” (the name given him by a 
soul brother who once told him, 
“You are the Moses of the people 
—you lead us in music”) is the un- 
derlying beat that enlivens his 
spectacular stage presence, the ulti- 
mate tug beneath the cool singing 
voice. 

In Paramount Pictures’ “Save 
the Children” the potent power of 
Hayes’ musical genius is demon- 
strated in a live performance filmed 
at the Black Exposition held in 
Chicago by Operation PUSH (Peo- 
ple United to Save Humanity). 

You don’t have to be black to 
read him; rapping or singing, he 
spells out his message. This is the 
Isaac Hayes whose “Hot Buttered 
Soul” sold millions of disks; the 
cat who with his “Shaft” score 
copped an Oscar and three Gram- 
mies; the bigtime kid from Mem- 
phis who joined the vast congrega- 
tion of soul brohers and sisters at 
Chicago to put on his own show 
gratis for “Save the Children” be- 
cause he remembers. 

Born in 1942 at Covington, Ten- 
nessee, Hayes at five began singing 
in church choir lofts. Moving to 
Memphis at six, he divided his 
time between school and picking 
cotton on nearby plantations. When 
his folks, lacking rent, were com- 
pelled to move again, “Bubba,” as 
he was then called, slept in aban- 
doned cars in a junkyard, doing 
odd jobs to make ends meet. “I 
used to dream, just dream,” he re- 
lates, “about being able to have a 
warm bed to sleep in and a nice 
square meal and some decent 
clothes to wear.” 

A champ among recording art- 
ists, top soul singer and song writer 
(lyrics by David Porter), as well as 
vice president of Stax Records, 
Hayes today looks back upon the 
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Isaac Hayes mesmerizes the audi- 
ence with the boundless energy 
of his performing strength in 
Paramount Pictures’ “Save the 
Children.” The celebration of life 
filmed at last year’s Chicago Expo 
sponsored by Operation PUSH 
brings together the greatest array 
of talent ever assembled in one 
place at one time. Other top stars 
performing include The Jackson 
Five, The Temptations, Nancy 
Wilson, Roberta Flack, Bill With- 
ers and Ramsey Lewis. Opens in 
color ........... at the uuu. Theatre. 


grinding poverty of his early years 
with mixed feelings. “I’m a good 
natured guy, but it’s hard not to 
get bitter when I see that there are 
kids still living in the conditions I 
once knew,” he says. “Nevertheless, 
I’m encouraged at the ability of 
young people of both races to com- 
municate. Every time I sing at a 
college—be it white or black—I feel 
that things are going to be okay 
one day.” 


Nancy Wilson Kept Her Expo Date 


Nancy Wilson is a dedicated hu- 
man being. She had promised to 
be part of the incredible musical 
line-up for the Black Exposition 
held in Chicago last year by Opera- 
tion PUSH (People United to Save 
Humanity) with the theme “Save 
the Children.” 

Days before her scheduled ap- 
pearance, which is recorded on film 
in Paramount Pictures’ “Save the 
Children,” Nancy came down with 
a virus in Mexica City and doctors 
urged her to stay home and rest 
and not weaken her strength by 
flying all the way to Chicago. 

But this was an important event 
for Nancy, a chance to help chil- 
dren, a chance to help humanity. 
She went to Chicago and the audi- 
ence gave her a standing ovation. 

Superstar Nancy Wilson came to 
New York fifteen years ago from 
Whiskey Run Road, Chillicathe, 
Ohio, there to break hearts with 
supper club and disk favorites like 
“Guess Who I Saw Today” and 
“You Can Have Him.” Capitol 
Records kept the albums rolling, 


while Nancy Wilson became a 
headliner at the nation’s best show 
places. 


Now 35, she makes her home at 
Palos Verdes, Los Angeles, in a 
dream house with a view of the 
Pacific from every room. She likes 
to cook and play chess with 10- 
year-old Kacy, her son, from her 
first marriage. 


Her concern for children 
prompted Nancy to visit high 
schools, to rap with kids and win 
them over with a concert. “I urge 
kids to finish school,” she says, 
“because without an education, I 
tell them, they are dead.” 


As one who made it, she also 
has ideas about helping others in 
different lines and serves on the 
Presidential Advisory Council on 
Minority Businesses. 

On tour in Mexico City, Nancy 
was sick in bed when called to 
Expo 72 and “Save the Children.” 
“I must go to Chicago,” she simply 
told a manager concerned for her 
health. Nancy kept her date. 





Young Reverend Jesse Jackson 
Discusses “Save The Children” 


Reverend Jesse Jackson, the dy- 
namic young president of Operation 
PUSH (People United to Save 
Humanity), which was founded 
some 18 months ago as an out- 
growth of Operation Breadbasket, 
which in turn sprang from the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Council, is delighted that his or- 
ganization will be receiving its big- 
gest exposure to date with the 
release of Paramount Pictures’ 
“Save the Children.” 

The film is a musical-cum-docu- 
mentary coverage of the Black Expo 
PUSH held in Chicago, a five-day 
celebration in which that city be- 
came, as Jackson calls it, “the black 
capital of the world, with people 
coming from all over to ‘come 
home,’ to ‘come together.’ ” 

Jackson says the film captures 
major black performers at their 
peak, contributing their time and 
their talents as an expression of 
their belief in the black cause. “The 
best of our people came home that 
week,” notes Jackson. 

As proud and enthusiastic about 
“Save the Children” as he is, Jack- 
son also believes the film is an 
important one, both as a break- 
through vehicle for his people and 
also as a strong positive counter- 
force to the current trend of vio- 
lence and negativism in black 
cinema. Regarding the black 
“image” in movies, Jackson says, 
“we had the image of blacks as 
buffoons and inferior people, and 
now we have the image of blacks 
as superior—jumping through win- 
dows and not getting cut, being 
shot with machine guns and not 
dying, being slicker than the law, 
God and man.” 

Jackson decries the current black 
image strutting across the silver 
screen and sees danger in the flick- 
ering shadows from the projection 
booth. “I think this inundation of 
our community with images of 
slicksters, killers and hustlers is 
particularly dangerous inasmuch 
as people want to be like their 


heroes,” he says angrily. 

“When I was a kid, I saw ‘The 
Jackie Robinson Story’ and I really 
wanted to grow up to be like 
Jackie Robinson. The same with 
Joe Louis, who was another big 
hero. I wanted to be like him,” 
Jackson recalls. 

“There are some things about 
‘Save the Children’ that I think, are 
very significant,” Jackson contin- 
ues. “Ossie Davis said the revolu- 
tionary breakthrough thing about 
it was that we borrowed $750,000. 
To be able to borrow such an 
amount of money to make a black 
movie represents a complete new 
option for decent producers. Be- 
fore, many of them, like Ossie Da- 
vis, had written decent movies but 
couldn’t get any funding for them 
because nobody would engage in 
risk capital. Now PUSH has enough 
credibility in several circles to be 
able to open up avenues of finance.” 

“Number two. Clarence Avant 
as a financial packager has now 
emerged as an executive producer. 
As a black man he was simply 
amazing in his ability to pull the 
right people together to make the 
film. Then take Matt Robinson. 
Except for his work on ‘Sesame 
Street,’ he’s been relatively ob- 
scure. He’s now produced a film. 
He’s a black man. Then there’s the 
director, Stan Lathan, another 
young black man. 

“We defied a lot of the union ex- 
cuses for locking blacks out of the 
technical end of moviemaking be- 
cause for ‘Save the Children’ there 
were all black young people behind 
those cameras and working those 
long hours. 

“Then of course, you know that 
some black artists, once they’ve 
made it big, are depicted as irre- 
sponsible and not interested in the 
black cause. ‘Save the Children’ 
should stop that way of thinking. 
For the performers in the film to 
have given their time—that was an 
expression of responsibility.” 





MAT 2A 


Bill Withers, one of the countrys best-selling recording artists, shows 
why in Paramount Pictures’ “Save the Children.” The celebration of 
life filmed at last year’s Chicago Expo sponsored by Operation PUSH 
(People United to Save Humanity) brings together the greatest array 
of talent ever assembled in one place at one time. Other top stars per- 
forming include The Temptations, The Jackson Five, Isaac Hayes, 
Nancy Wilson, Roberta Flack and Ramsey Lewis. Opens in color 
BR on at the .......................... Theatre. 
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Stellar Productions 
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JERRY BUTLER THE CANNONBALL ADDERLEY QUINTET THE CHI LITES REVEREND JAMES CLEVELAND 


SAMMY DAVIS, JR. ROBERTA FLACK MARVIN GAYE ISAAC HAYES THE JACKSON FIVE REVEREND JESSE 

JACKSON QUINCY JONES GLADYS KNIGHT & THE PIPS THE RAMSEY LEWIS TRIO THE MAIN INGREDIENT 
CURTIS MAYFIELD THE O’JAYS THE STAPLE SINGERS THE TEMPTATIONS NANCY WILSON BILL WITHERS 
ZULEMA And many more. Executive Producer CLARENCE AVANT Produced by MATT ROBINSON 
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EXPLOITATION 


MUSIC PROMOTION 


One of the most outstanding features of SAVE THE CHILDREN is the 
overwhelming array of performers who combined their talents to make 
PUSH EXPO in Chicago such a huge musical success. 


In connection with the release of the film, Motown Records is distributing 
a two record album which captures all the music and excitement of the 
motion picture. The album jacket is adorned with scene stills from the film 
and the records feature the sounds of The Temptations, Bill Withers, The 
Jackson Five, Isaac Hayes and Roberta Flack to name just a few. It is 
easily one of the most powerful pop and soul music albums ever to be 
released. 


Contact your local Motown distributor as soon as possible and make him 
aware of your playdate and begin a joint promotion campaign which 
should include the following projects: 


Have a local radio station declare a SAVE THE CHILDREN day 
on the day of your opening. For one 24 hour period the station 
would program only performances by the talent which appears in 
the film. This would include extensive play of the soundtrack album 
as well as cuts from other albums recorded by SAVE THE CHIL- 
DREN performers. During the day-long musical extravaganza the 
station’s disc jockeys can periodically award passes to the film to 
lucky listeners. 


Arrange for local record shops to feature SAVE THE CHILDREN 
album displays in their windows and in the stores as well. The dis- 
plays could be extended by adding other hit albums by performers in 
the film. The stores could also develop interest by a SAVE THE 
CHILDREN Sale which would offer discounts on all albums re- 
corded by the film’s performers including the soundtrack. 


GROUP SALES POTENTIAL 


SAVE THE CHILDREN has been hailed as one of the few motion 
pictures which develops stature for black families and points up the con- 
tinuing family warmth and positive upward social movement characteristic 
of today’s black community. 


This should be of great interest to church leaders and school teachers in 
your area, and you should encourage their purchase of blocks of tickets 
for their congregations and classes. Be sure all local group leaders are 
made aware of the social value of this film to maximize grosses for your 
theater. 


COLUMN ITEMS 


Alto-saxophone great Cannonball Adderley, who appears 
in Paramount Pictures’ “Save the Children,” acquired his 
unusual name when he was a youngster in Florida. “I used 
to eat anything,” he explains, “so the kids called me Can- 
nibal. Older people couldn’t get the connection, so they called 
me Cannonball.” Adderley’s “real” name is Julian Edward. 


* oe * ok OF 


Reverend Jesse Jackson, the dynamic young president of 
Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity), whose 
recent Black EXPO in Chicago provides the framework for 
Paramount Pictures “Save the Children,” says the film cap- 
tures major black performers at their peak. “The best of our 
people came home that week,” he exclaims, calling the fes- 
tival “the greatest of its kind. Newport can’t even afford this 
kind of talent any more.” 


ORO eee PERE ok 


“When people ask me about the place where I was born, I 
like to say that two preachers came from Black Mountain, 
North Carolina. Billy Graham and I,” says songstress Roberta 
Flack, one of the stars of Paramount Pictures’ “Save the 
Children.” “He preaches in his way and I preach in my way,” 
says the singer whose million-selling platters include “Killing 
Me Softly With His Song” and “The First Time Ever I Saw 


Your Face.” 
ak) Loy take RS ke 


Matt Robinson, who scored a long-running success as the 
star of “Sesame Street” and scripted the Shirley MacLaine 
starrer “The Possession of Joel Delaney” for Paramount Pic- 
tures, has turned film producer with Paramount's “Save the 
Children,” a musical-cum-documentary treatment of the 
Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity) Black 
EXPO held in Chicago. Robinson describes the film as “the 
hours when people rocked to make a better world.” 
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JERRY BUTLER * BRENDA LEE EAGER + THE RAMSEY LEWIS TRIO * NANCY WILSON 
THE JACKSON FIVE * JACKIE VERDELL 

ALSO FEATURING 
REV. WILLIE BARROW * DON CORNELIUS * YVONNE DANIELS ° OSSIE DAVIS 
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(POEM) SAVE THE CHILDREN BY CECIL ELOMBE BRATH 


STELLAR PRODUCTIONS, INC. GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE COOPERATION OF 
A&M RECORDS, ATLANTIC RECORDS, BRUNSWICK RECORDS, BUDDHA RECORDS, 
CAPITAL RECORDS, COLUMBIA RECORDS, CURTOM RECORDS, MERCURY RECORDS, 
MGM RECORDS, MOTOWN RECORDS, PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL RECORDS, RCA, 
STAX RECORDS, SUSSEX RECORDS. THE FORD FOUNDATION, THE PUSH FOUNDATION, 
AND ALL PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH OPERATION PUSH 
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